
Safety Questions

At the beginning of your driving test, Mr Examiner will ask you two questions about basic
car maintenance, known as Safety Questions. For one of the questions he’ll ask you to
physically do something and for the other he’ll ask you to simply tell him how you would
do something: this is known as show me, tell me.

You won’t fail the test for getting the questions wrong, but you will have one Driving Fault
recorded against you if you get one, or both, of them wrong.

So, at the beginning of the test, as you approach the car, Mr Examiner will ask you the first
question. If answering it involves opening the bonnet, start by opening the car, putting the
key in the ignition, and placing your licence in the driver’s door side-pocket — that way
you’ll have your hands free.

To open the bonnet there are two catches you’ll need to operate. The first is inside the
car, by the hinges of the passenger door. Just pull it gently towards you. The second is
under the front lip of the bonnet itself, just above the bonnet badge. This one you move
to the left to undo it. Then lift the bonnet up and support it with the prop, which goes into
the slot on the underside of the bonnet.

Once under the bonnet you’re not required to touch anything under there, these are just
tell me questions, so just point to whatever it is he’s asked you how to check and give
him a brief few words on what to do.

Under the Bonnet:

Check the oil. You’d need the car parked on a level road, engine off. Pull out the dipstick,
wipe it with a tissue, note the measuring markings on the tip of the dipstick, put it fully
back into the hole it came from, and pull it out again. Engine oil should be visible at the
end of the dipstick, ideally reaching the ‘full’ mark. If it needs more oil, remove the oil refill
cap and pour in about a coffee mug-full of fresh oil, then repeat the dipping process.

Coolant. That’s the mixture of water and antifreeze that’s pumped round the engine to
stop it overheating. To check the coolant’s level, simply look through the plastic header
tank. The coolant should be clearly visible and should reach the maximum mark. If you
need to top it up, cold water will do. Undo the plastic cap on the header tank (remember
the coolant will be very hot if the engine’s been running, and could come out as steam!),
and fill to the maximum mark.

Brake fluid. This is also in a clear plastic container. Again it’s simply checked by looking
through the plastic bottle and refilled (with brake fluid!) by undoing the cover.

Windscreen washer fluid. Plastic bottle with a blue cap, up by the windscreen, driver’s
side. Fill it with water.
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Tyres:

Air pressure. This should be checked early in a journey, before the tyres have had chance
to warm up. You’ll find the correct tyre pressures for your car in the car’s handbook. You
can get air from a foot-pump or compressor at home, or from an air-line at a petrol station.

Tyre condition. Check for damage to the sidewall of the tyre – the bit with the writing on
it! A tyre with damaged sidewalls must be replaced. Then check across the tyre for ‘tread’
– the depth of the groves. The minimum legal tread depth is 1.6mm.

Mechanical:

Power steering. This is powered by the engine, so to check it you would need the engine
to be running. When the engine’s running the steering wheel should turn easily.

Footbrake. Press it to feel for pressure at the pedal. There should always be pressure
here, even if the engine’s not running.

Handbrake. Again, feel for resistance, and, again, there should always be resistance here
– it has nothing to do with the engine running.

Electrical:

Note: switching on the ignition means turning the key to its second position, the point
where the dashboard lights come on.

Lights. You might be asked to check that the lights are working. You don’t need the
ignition to be on, simply switch on the headlights and walk around the car – front and
back – ensuring all the lights are working.

Main beam. You don’t need the ignition on, simply flash the lights. You’ll see a blue
warning light.

Indicators. You do need the ignition for these. So, ignition on, indicator on, and walk
along the side of the car to ensure the lights are working. Then do the other side.

Fog lights. Ignition on, headlights on, then fog lights on. An orange warning light comes
on. Fog lights are only for when visibility is seriously reduced.

Brake lights. To check them you do need the ignition. You would also need to ask Mr
Examiner to stand behind the car to check them for you. If you’re just asked how to check
them, say you either need someone to stand behind the car to check, or else a reflection
from a garage door, or whatever, that you can see in your mirror.

Wipers. Ignition on, then pull the wiper switch back towards you to operate the washers
and wipers simultaneously.

Demisters. In most cars, move all three heater controls fully to the right.

ABS. When you first switch on the ignition an orange ABS warning light comes on. It
should go off again after a couple of seconds.

Beep! The horn’s on the steering wheel!

and finally ...the head restraints should line up with your ears, apparently. You can adjust
them, up and down, to your heart’s desire.
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