
Roundabouts

Think of a roundabout as a tiny one-way-system with a flowerbed in the middle, and:

• Treat the approach to the roundabout as a normal junction regarding lanes and signals.
So left lane, left indicator, for a left turn; right and right for a right; and, usually, left
lane, no indicator, for straight ahead (but watch those road markings—the arrows)

• Sort out braking and gears nice ‘n’ early—it’s usually a good idea to aim to be in 2nd
gear, with both hands back on the steering wheel, before the road starts leading round
to the left, as it approaches to the roundabout

• Make sure your lane’s clear. Don’t look right until the vehicle in front has entered the
roundabout—you’ll hit it!

• Look right. Don’t think about your lane being clear, instead think about your zone
being clear—that’s both lanes, between you and the road round to your right, at your
3 o’clock. Try not to concern yourself with traffic waiting to enter the roundabout,
only traffic on the roundabout and in your zone. And remember that if someone’s
in your zone but indicating left, then they should be leaving the roundabout before
they get round to you. Finally, if there’s only, say, one car in your zone, try to adjust
your approach speed so that you don’t have to stop for it—aim to join the roundabout
directly behind it

• Always leave with your left indicator on (remember you’re leaving the major road).
Indicate left as you pass the exit before the one you’re taking

• Check your left shoulder if you have to change lanes to exit the roundabout (i.e. after
turning right)

• Leave in the left lane unless you’re overtaking something

Note: When going straight ahead at a roundabout you may overtake. But if there are two
lanes on the approach and only one exit lane, the overtaking vehicle shouldn’t cut-in on
the vehicle to its left
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