
Driving Test—General Information

Your test route will be about 12 miles, cover all types of roads and junctions, and will take
about 40 minutes to do. The entire test lasts about 50 minutes.

Firstly, Mr (or Mrs) Examiner will check your driving licence and theory pass certificate, so
make sure you bring them with you! Next, when you get outside, you’ll do a simple eye-
sight test — reading a car number-plate – then you’re asked a couple of Safety Questions:
simply questions relating to car maintenance.

There are two aspects to Mr Examiner’s job which affect you. The first is that he will direct
you around the test route. Once you’re in the car The Examiner will say, “I’d like you to
follow the road ahead unless traffic signs direct you otherwise. If I want you to turn either
left or right I’ll tell you in good time.” This means that (apart from roundabouts) he won’t
tell you to go straight on, and won’t tell you which lane to take, as you approach junctions,
including traffic lights – he’ll leave that up to you.

Also, in regard to the directions he gives you, there are phases of Independent Driving for
you to deal with. These are simply groups of three junctions, the directions for which are
given to you in one go. So, while stationary, Mr Examiner might show you a diagram – a
basic map – of the next three junctions, or he might say to you, while you’re driving, to
follow a certain set of sign-posted directions. The important thing to remember about
Independent Driving is that at any time during the phase you are allowed to ask for
confirmation of the route, but Mr Examiner expects you to ask for this confirmation in
good time – and not for you to wait until you’re driving round-and-round a roundabout
before you ask!

Mr Examiner will also ask you to pull over several times during the test, as stopping and
starting safely is considered an important skill. Sometimes Mr Examiner will be specific
about where he’d like you to stop, but on other occasions he’ll leave the exact place up to
you – he’ll ask you to pull over somewhere convenient. On these occasions, don’t block
bus stops or driveways, and remember to check both sides of the road, as you’re not
allowed to park opposite a side road.

The second part of Mr Examiner’s job is to note any mistakes you might make — he’s not
interested in what you do well! There are four ways you can fail:

1. Any Dangerous (D) Fault

2. Any Serious (S) Fault

3. More than 15 Driving (Minor) Faults...

4. …or if there’s a pattern in your Driving Faults — say, three or four of exactly the same
fault

During the course of your test you will be asked to complete a reversing manoeuvre. There
are four exercises, from which Mr Examiner chooses just one for you to do:

• Turn in the road (three point turn)
• Reverse around a corner
• Reverse into a parking bay
• Parallel parking

–1–



When doing your manoeuvre, take your time and remember to keep looking all around
the car. If you make a mistake, remember you are allowed to reverse twice – so a ‘three-
point-turn’ is allowed to become a five-point-turn, if necessary.

There are also three other exercises that The Examiner will probably ask you to do:

• Hill start
• Angled start
• Emergency stop

Then, finally, when you get back to the Test Centre, Mr Examiner will tell you the result of
your test and, hopefully, hand you a nice wee Pass Certificate!
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