
Reversing Around a Corner

The Examiner will ask you to pull over just before a minor road on your left. Then he asks
you to pass the road, stop, and reverse into it—keeping reasonably close to the kerb and
going back for some distance into it.

Do your normal checks and move away. As you pass the road look into it for parked cars
or any other problems that will make it difficult for you to reverse in. If you see a problem,
discuss it with The Examiner.

• Stop 1 or 2 car lengths after the corner, half a metre from the kerb.
• Look all around—remember that you must look back, between the seats, before re-

versing.
• Reverse slowly while looking back.
• Stop at your turning point (maybe just below the clip, maybewhere the plastic changes

colour!).
• Look all around again, then, reversing slowly, steer 1 turn toward the kerb. Now, this

is a tricky bit: usually that 1 turn will be enough to bring the car neatly around the
corner, but some corners are tighter (the uphill one in Comber, for instance) and you
may find you’ll need an extra ¼ turn toward the kerb. How will you know? Well, if,
after you’ve put on that first turn, the kerb moves at all toward you, then you’re going
wide and you’re going to need that extra ¼ turn.

• Now, pause at the mid point—when the kerb first reappears in the rear window—
look around again, and take off a ¼ turn of steering.

• Then, as you come round the corner, following the kerb, take the steering off in further
¼ turns.

• The final ¼ turn comes off, to straighten the steering, as the car comes parallel with
the kerb.

• Finally, checking over both shoulders as you go, continue for about another 3 car
lengths and stop.

Notes:

• During the manoeuvre you should be constantly aware of what’s going on around you.
If anything passes you—from any direction— you must stop. And if a vehicle stops
behind you in the minor road, you must go back to the start position and do it all
again!

• Remember you can reverse twice if necessary. So if it all goes Pete Tong, pull forward
a bit and have another go.
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